
 

 

Jim & Sheila Peterson 

Jim and Sheila Peterson are avid philanthropists and supporters of a number of important causes 

throughout Orange County and beyond. Jim, born in Port Jefferson, New York, currently serves as 

chairman and CEO of Aliso Viejo-based Microsemi Corporation, the largest semiconductor company 

headquartered in Orange County, with more than $1.7 billion in annual revenue. Traded on Nasdaq 

(MSCC), the company is a global provider of semiconductor solutions focused on delivering the highest 

levels of power, reliability, security and performance. Jim was the recipient of the Orange County 

Technology Alliance's 2014 “Outstanding CEO in Technology” award, which recognized his successful 

transformation of the company under his leadership.  

 

“Jimmy P,” as he is known, is a staunch supporter of education, sitting on the boards of UC Irvine Board 

of Trustees, the university’s Engineering Industry Advisory Board and Paul Merage School of Business 

Advisory Council; Chapman University’s Board of Trustees; as well as The MIND Research Institute, 

which is developing advanced teaching methods geared to improving math skills in students from under-

privileged homes. In his spare time, he enjoys golf, driving fast cars, fishing and landscape gardening at 

their homes in Laguna Beach and San Juan Capistrano. 

 

Sheila is a wife, mother and grandmother in addition to being a community leader and avid gardener. 

She grew up in Huntington Beach and had a career in technical training in the semiconductor industry. 

She became a Master Gardener through the UCCE Master Gardener Program in 2000 and has donated 

numerous hours to volunteer gardening venues throughout the years. In addition, she has shared her 

expertise through a number of gardening articles she has written for various publications. Sheila 

supports many non-profit organizations throughout Orange County and has been an activist for the 

advancement of Integrative Medicine and healthy nutrition. 

 

Jim and Sheila were jointly named “Orange County’s Philanthropist of the Year” in 2011. In addition to 

their work with the Mission Preservation Foundation, they support the Discovery Cube Orange County, a 

nonprofit organization impacting the lives of children through hands-on science education; CASA (Court 

Appointed Special Advocates) of OC, a nonprofit organization training volunteer mentors and advocates 

for severely abused, abandoned and neglected children; Talk About Curing Autism (TACA), a national 

nonprofit organization dedicated to educating, empowering and supporting families affected by autism; 

and The Academy Charter High School, a community project of Orangewood Children’s Foundation.  

 

They have six grown children and eight grandchildren. 


