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Juan Manuel Cortez 

Juan Manuel Cortez is a professional mariachi 
arranger, composer and musician internationally 
recognized as a leader in the evolution of mariachi. 
 
Born in the town of Mexicali, Baja California to a 
mariachi musician, Juan Cortez clearly articulates the 
passion of mariachi in his arrangements, compositions, 
teaching, directing and performance of this musical 
genre.  Don Jesús Rodriguez de Hijar of the Mariachi 
Vargas describes Juan Cortez as "el dueño del 
Mariachi" (the owner of the Mariachi). 
 
Starting his musical career under the guide of his 

parents, Juan Cortez received his classical music studies from 1970-1979 at the 
National Conservatory of Music in Mexico City in trumpet, violin, solfege, 
chorus, harmony and counterpoint.  From the Conservatory he went on to 
private music lessons with the Union of Orchestra Musicians in Mexico 
City.   But his "formal" training in mariachi was typical of aspiring mariachi 
musicians - at the Plaza de Garibaldi in Mexico City, home to the famous 
Mariachi Vargas. Here, at the age of 14 Juan Cortez began apprenticing with 
some of the best, with time and his studies, he gradually attained higher and 
higher levels in his playing and the rest is history. 
 
Juan Cortez’s professional accomplishments since his early days in Mexico City 
include teaching, performing, arranging, writing scores, and recording music 
and film productions not only within the genre of mariachi music, but also in the 
opera and pop music genres with artists such as Placido Domingo, Jenny Rivera, 
and even the Black Eyed Peas. He now lives with his wife and children in 
Southern California where he continues to devote his professional life to the 
evolution of Mariachi, spinning it in new directions but never losing the passion 
that attracts a culturally diverse audience. His current positions include mariachi 
instruction for the community of San Juan Capistrano.  

Mission San Juan Capistrano is proud to welcome Juan Cortez for his second 
year to the Battle of the Mariachis Festival Panel of Distinguished Judges.   


