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All Eyes On: 
The Train Depot, 
circa 1800

The San Juan’s 
Los Rios 
Historic District

CAMINO  
REAL BELLS— 
MARKERS OF 
HISTORY
Ever Wonder 
About Those 
Famous Bells?

What Do You 
Love About 
Visiting 
San Juan 
Capistrano?

BEAT on
the STREET

You might say for more than 120 
years the romance of taking the train 
to old San Juan has never waned.

The difference today might just 
be a little more comfort. Air con-
ditioned trains, three course meals 
upon arrival at Trevor’s at the 
Tracks, a coffee at Ellie’s Table, and 
desserts  at 3:16 Bakery. What’s not 
to like?

Add the romantic lore of San 
Juan’s historic train depot, and you 
have one of the finest railroad stops 
anywhere in the country.

Take a walk along the pathways 
of the historic Los Rios Historic 
District and it’s like taking a step 
back through the first few pages of 
California’s history.

A century-old Olive tree reaches 
into the sky. Rumbling trains roll 
to a stop at the train depot, and 
butterflies flutter about a garden 
outside the Montanez Adobe, one of 
40 mud-clay adobes built in 1794.

Los Rios Street, Spanish for 
“the rivers,” was originally called 
“Calle Occidental” or “West Street” 
indicating its location west of the  
Mission San Juan Capistrano. Several 
historic homes and structures still 
remain intact where early Native 
Americans, Spanish soldiers and 
families settled. The district was 
placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1983, and is one 
of the few truly distinct and unique 
historic districts in all of Orange 
County.

We recently asked residents and 
visitors to the downtown area about 
what they enjoy most. Here are 
some of their answers:

“I love the history of the town and 
The Los Rios District.”  
-Robin Nelson, OC resident

“I love the history involved. San 
Juan Capistrano is beautiful.”  
-Nancy Dyl, Chicago

“I love the Mission gardens. They 
are so beautiful.”  
-Mary Jurkonis, Reno

“I just love the weather, the atmo-
sphere, everything about San Juan 
Capistrano.”  
-Julie Donohoe, Oregon

“I love that San Juan Capistrano is 
a nice, friendly, small town.”  
-Jim Herman, Minnesota

“We love the Mission, we have vis-
ited the Mission in San Juan several 
times.”  
-Shirley Herman, Minnesota

“I’ve been coming to Capistrano for 
a long time and it’s a nice town.”  
-Dave Moraga, Los Angeles

“We came down to San Juan for 
horseback riding and we just love 
the history of the town.”  
-Elaine Edmonds, OC resident

“We love the novelty of San Juan. 
It’s a really pretty town.”  
-Janet Karieger, OC resident

Historic San Juan Capistrano Train Depot, Spring 2017

Los Rios Historic District in Downtown San Juan Capistrano

El Camino Real Bell located in the Front Courtyard 
at Mission San Juan Capistrano

The El Camino Real’s cast iron 
Mission bells, perched along State 
Routes 101, 82, 37, 121, and 12, were 
first erected in 1906. By 1913, more 
than 450 of the markers were in-
stalled along the historic route, ac-
cording to the Caltrans El Camino 
Real Bell Project site.

Just outside the gates of Mission San Juan Capistrano -- an historic icon 
whose stories and characters crafted the narrative of Southern California’s 
early beginnings -- is the home of one of the most unique living histories in 
all the state.

Take a walk through downtown San Juan Capistrano, and the tapestry of 
Orange County’s birthplace comes alive in its historic districts and features 
such as Los Rios, the oldest neighborhood in the state; the proud Capistrano 
Depot train station; and the artifacts, adobes and structures are all remind-
ers of the early settlers in town.

To tell the story of San Juan, the Mission San Juan Capistrano in 2015 
founded the Heritage Tourism Association to help provide the Mission’s 
300,000 annual visitors and local residents with information about the his-
tory and culture of the city’s historic district.

MEET THE HERITAGE 
TOURISM ASSOCIATION

Summer blooms at Mission San Juan Capistrano

SWALLOWS, 
“WELCOME 
HOME!”

Mission San Juan Capistrano, 
world famous for its annual 
return of the swallows every year, 
has suffered a gradual decline 
in the birds nesting on-site over 
the years due to urbanization. 
Until now! There currently is a cliff 
swallows nest in the East Corridor 
near the Serra Chapel entry, and 
rough-winged swallows have been 
spotted nesting in the ruins of the 
Great Stone Church, a popular spot 
for the swallows many years ago.

Cliff swallows nesting outside Saint Serra’s Chapel at Mission San Juan Capistrano, May 2017
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Marketing Publication Made Possible by Heritage Tourism Association  
with the support of the Mission Preservation Foundation Pick Up Your Free 

Downtown Map & 
Discounts at The 
Mission Store!

Celebrating the 
unique identity 

of San Juan 
Capistrano’s  

historic downtown.  
Shop, Eat, Stay  

and Discover  
historic downtown  

San Juan Capistrano.
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The San Juan station is one of  
Amtrak’s most unique, as it is housed 
in vintage boxcars. The rail began in 
1887 to connect Los Angeles and San 
Diego, and the depot was a simple 
cube with a bell tower, telegraph of-
fice, waiting room and storage room 
for freight, the San Juan Historical 
Society documented.

The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railroad built a station in 1894, 
and San Juan’s depot was heavily 
marketed to attract East Coast and 
Midwest residents to move west, ac-
cording to Amtrak’s Great American 
Stations Project. 

Station project writers had this 
to say about the Capistrano depot, 
whose roof was believed to have 
come from Mission ruins: “For gen-
erations, it was considered the love-
liest depot in Southern California,” 
the project stated. “The use of Mis-
sion and Spanish revival architec-
ture romanticized California’s past.”

Today, the depot is home to Trev-
or’s at the Tracks, a full-service 
restaurant, café and bar that has ful-
ly reimagined the potential of what 
the depot can offer while retaining 
the history, charm and essence of 
the iconic rail stop.

“The bones are beautiful in this 
building. This is such a unique and 
special property,” said Trevor Baird, 
owner and operator of Trevor’s at 
the Tracks. “The kind of character 
in this building you just can’t find.”

Finding the perfect spot to build 
his restaurant also meant learning 
about its history and painstaking-

ly ensuring the historic walls and 
aesthetics of the Depot weren’t lost 
in the remodel and construction of 
Trevor’s at the Tracks.

“Everything that was here in 1894 
is still here and is rock solid,” Baird 
said of the original construction. 
Reimagining the restaurant around 
the history of the Depot was actual-
ly easier than he thought, Baird said 
because the original structure was 
so stout and well-built. 

Romance, robbery and a little bit 
of chicanery fill the history ledger 
of San Juan’s storied railway travel 
and depot, too.

Take a step back in time to 1925 
and, according to accounts written 
by the San Juan Capistrano Histor-
ical Society, the depot was the site 
of the last great train robbery in Or-
ange County history.

The story goes that a train robber 
jumped onto a train moving slowly 
through town, kicked in a window 
to get inside the railcar and shot an 
attendant who later died. The rob-
ber found just $5 in the strongbox 
but in the mail sacks he would find 
$2,100 – a good sum back in 1925.

Another more recent train hold-
up, or maybe a bit of misplaced chi-
canery, created quite a stir in 1980. 
Here’s a recounting of the tale, ac-
cording to the historical society.

Former Mayor Larry Buchheim 
and friends donned western attire 
as deputies with a full complement 
of badges and sidearms. They board-
ed the train in Santa Ana with two 
suspects in handcuffs. No one knew 

After working for, and in  
San Juan Capistrano’s historic 
downtown for over 26 years, one 
thing I know for sure  is that histor-
ic San Juan Capistrano is a special 
place that continues to evolve. The 
architectural setting and landscape 
has obviously changed over time but 
at its core, the downtown remains 
always firmly anchored by the  
Mission and the Los Rios Histor-
ic District. As Mission director, I 
meet hundreds of people each week 
who have come to visit the Mission 
because they heard about the swal-
lows. I have met people of all ages, 
walks of life, and backgrounds who 
report the same conclusion to me, 
“The Mission Is A Special Place.” 
As a mother, I also know firsthand 
that the historic downtown pro-
vides a place of tradition for so many 
families, whether it’s their routine 
patronage of a certain restaurant 
during their family’s growing up 
years, or their repeated visits to the 
petting zoo or movie theatre. In-
deed, San Juan’s residents and their 
families get the unique chance to 
be shaped by a town that continues 
to be shaped by history. That’s why 

we wanted to put this Capistrano 
Chimes piece together to ensure 
that our locals have at their finger-
tips all they need to plan a special 
visit to their own downtown.

A few years back, when the Mis-
sion Preservation Foundation en-
dorsed the concept of forming the 
Heritage Tourism Association, we 
worked hard to first figure out new 
ways to better celebrate San Juan’s 
heritage with Mission visitors. We 
figured that the Mission saw over 
300,000 visitors annually, so per-
haps we ought to do what we could 
to keep more of them in the down-
town a bit longer. We thought put-
ting information in the hands of our 
guests could work to improve and 
better support the economic via-
bility and sustainability of the area 
merchants and non-profit entities 
alike. 

As a result, we started the HTA as 
means to tap into limited resources 
to better market our historic down-
town as a destination. We truly felt 
that locals could be better served 
if there was a dynamic marketing 
piece that pointed everyone in the 
direction of shopping, dining and 
discovering all that the area has 
to offer. As a result, we generated 
a downtown map and community 
events calendar showcasing all of 
the members located within walking 
distance of the Mission. Soon after 
we worked at getting that same free 
map placed into Orange County area 
hotels and airports in order to help 
attract more visitors to the area.

This might have looked easy on 
face value, but in reality it was chal-
lenging and yet very worthwhile. 

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF  
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

A train arrives in Historic Downtown San Juan Capistrano on a beautiful spring day

Bird’s Eye View of Mission San Juan Capistrano

BY MECHELLE LAWRENCE ADAMS

what was going on, not the conduc-
tor, nor the passengers.

Nervous, the conductor asked the 
“deputies” to ride in the back of the 
train and when it stopped in San 
Juan, a group of outlaws rode up to 
the train, took control of Larry and 
his deputies at gunpoint, and rode 
off with the two suspects.

No one still knew what was hap-
pening, and chaos and pandemoni-
um broke out. What was going on? 
Who were these folks? Turns out, 
Larry and friends thought it was a 
fun way of ushering in and celebrat-
ing the return of the Swallows to 
the Mission, and it took quite some 
time for him to explain the entire 

charade to anxious bystanders and 
passengers.

To learn more about the town’s 
legends and stories, or to sign up for 
a tour, visit the San Juan Capistra-
no Historical Society webpage at  
www.sjchistoricalsociety.com

Mechelle is a 27 year resident of SJC, 
former SJC Economic Development 
Manager and Planner, she sits on the OC 
Historical Commission for the 5th District, 
and is currently serving her second term 
as the Chair of the SJC Cultural Heritage 
Commission. She has been Executive 
Director of Mission SJC since 2003 working 
for the Diocese of Orange and the Mission 
Preservation Foundation. She is proud 
mother to three SJC-raised children.
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Save the Dates!
St. Joseph’s Day & Return of the 
Swallows Celebration @ the Mission 
Monday, March 19, 2018

Annual Swallows Day Parade  
by the Fiesta Association 
Saturday, March 24, 2018

Continued on page 6...
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The Mission Preservation Foundation is a proud supporter of the 
historic downtown and supports the unique identity of the area.

C o m e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  r i c h 
Nat ive  A mer ic a n  h i s t or y  of  
San Juan Capistrano! Visit the 
Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum and 
Acjachemen Cu lt u ra l  Center, 
established to showcase all eras of SJC 
history. Call (949) 493-4933 for details.

Pick up free information on Native 
American history at the Mission to 
learn more.
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The Montanez Adobe was once 
home to Dona Polonia Montanez, a 
midwife and deeply religious com-
munity leader in the late 1800s. Vis-
itors to Los Rios today can tour her 
home.

Directly across the train tracks, 
as visitors enter the Historic Dis-
trict from the depot is the Rios Ado-
be, one of the three last remaining 
adobes still standing in Los Rios, 
along with the Montanez and Sil-
vas Adobes. The home was built 
in 1794 by Feliciano Rios, a soldier 
who traveled to San Juan with  
Father Junipero Serra in 1776, and 
is the oldest continuously occupied 
residence in California.

“This is living history,” said Lorie 
Porter, an original volunteer curator 
of the Montanez Adobe. Porter is a 
member of the Historical Society 
and long time member of the City’s 
Cultural Heritage Commission. 
She also takes visitors on historical 
walking tours through Los Rios.

While the carefully kept homes, 
curated artifacts and strict regu-
lations serve as a reminder of the 
district’s importance in preserving 
history of the region, the neigh-
borhood’s evolution and future has 
not been without consternation, 
hand-wringing and debate.

Over time, several different pro-
posals to reimagine the district have 
landed onto the desks of City leaders 

and planners. Historians will lament 
the destruction of adobes over the 
decades and proposals to build busi-
nesses and artists’ villages that they 
viewed as incongruent with the his-
toric nature of the neighborhood.

“I fear that Los Rios is on that 
precipice where we could lose it,” 
said Stephen Rios, the 68-year-
old attorney whose family lives in 
the Rios adobe. “We could lose the 
historic residential quality of the 
neighborhood, and be overwhelmed 
by commercial activity. I think we 
have been at this teetering point for 
the last six or seven years.”

“Let’s thank God for the  
Cultural Heritage Commission,” said  
Jan Siegel, who is also a member 
of the Historical Society and gives 
walking tours of the district. 
“Without that watchdog, it was 
always a battle. People always 
wanted to come in and do things.”

Some things have changed for the 
better, historians would agree. His-
toric homes have been restored due 
to the Mills Act tax relief, a park and 
popular walking path were built and 
a much-needed parking lot was con-
structed at the western end of the 
district.

The new additions are welcome to 
historians such as Porter. Through 
the years, the district has had some 
unusual features and neighbors, in-
cluding at one time the City’s trash 
pickup service and lot, an RV stor-

age facility, and a giant metal dino-
saur towering over the petting zoo.

Today, the RV storage lot is long 
gone, as is the trash facility. Busi-
nesses throughout the district have 
mostly offered their services in a 
respectful way and protected the 
character of the district, historians 
say.

In 1978, after nearly two years 
of trying to figure out how best to 
guide the future evolution of Los 
Rios, the city finalized the Los Rios 
Specific Plan, a document with a 
goal of recommending a preferred 
blueprint for growth and land use of 
the historic district.

Nearly two decades later as more 
ideas came before the City – from 
an artists’ village to passive parks - 
City leaders decided to update the 
original specific plan to better cod-
ify rules, regulations and future de-
velopment.

During several public workshops, 
members of the Los Rios Ad-Hoc 
Committee gathered to hear con-
cerns, desires and complaints sur-
rounding the over-commercial-
ization, traffic problems, lack of 
parking, noise, and other issues.

The challenge – and goal of the 
committee – was to craft a plan that 
“allows the district to evolve and 
adapt to changing conditions and 
needs while preserving the essence 
of the area, its historical diversity and 
rural character,” City planners wrote.

Out of the plan came 13 land use 
goals, housing policies, rules for 
operating a business, a new road-
way circulation plan and detailed 
guidelines, describing such things 
as what houses, fences, parks, signs, 
lights and other items were allowed.

Today, town leaders are again 
grappling with what the district will 
look and feel like in the future. 

“I love it. But it is a challenge to live 
here and see it grow. It is up to the 
City and the planners and residents to 
protect what we have,” Rios said.

San Juan Capistrano is a town 
with protected hillsides, the oldest 
residential neighborhood in Cali-
fornia and historic buildings, which 
combined help to make the City tru-
ly unique. 

One of those places that contrib-
utes to the community’s unique 
identity is the San Juan Capistrano 
Regional Library, which shares in 
the town’s rich history thanks in 
part to its distinctive architecture, 
interior features, and the man be-
hind the overall design—renowned 
architect Michael Graves.

Much more than a library, the 
building was built in 1983 at a cost of 
$1.6 million and features hallways, 
nooks and reading rooms unlike any 
other you might find in typical li-
braries. The library’s popularity also 
is a challenge for its space. On any 
given day, the activity and vibrancy 
of the town’s library is apparent.

Walk through the halls on a 
weekend, and you might find teams 
of kids and students researching 
projects or catching up on home-
work while residents at computer 
stations polish resumes or search 
for employment. 

Friends of the Library President 
Maureen Gebelein said the library’s 
importance to the public,  students 
and kids is timeless. 

“Libraries are critical to our com-
munity because they transform 
lives,” she said.

The library was designed by 
Graves, a professor of architecture 
at Princeton University and likely 
best known by the general public 
for his whimsical take on household 
products in the 1980s for Target and 
later JCPenney.

The 13,000-square-foot library 
structure houses nearly 46,000 
items including books, maga-
zines and electronic media. The 
Graves-designed structure makes 
up part of the 26,000-square-foot 
complex that includes a bookstore 
and the La Sala auditorium. 

To build the library first meant 
selecting the right architect. 

What kind of design and archi-
tecture would be appropriate for 
historic San Juan? How would the 
library’s aesthetic coalesce with the 
Mission Basilica, its imposing pres-
ence and bell tower a symbolic icon 
of the downtown area?

The move to form a library selec-
tion committee got underway that 
opened up the design of the new 
building to international competi-
tion. Graves submitted his design 
and, if selected, would be the first 
public building he built as well as 
the first in California.

“People from all over come to tour 
the San Juan Capistrano Library 
to see Michael Grave’s first public 
building. Our library is mentioned 
in the World Book Encyclopedia and 
has had a write up in the New York 
Times,” said Ericka Reeb, a librarian 
and San Juan Capistrano’s Library 
Manager.

In 1981, the City Council unan-
imously approved Graves’ design, 
distinct in its use of light and geo-
metric shapes. Gone was the idea of 
a library housing books and tables in 
a giant square box. Graves, instead, 
designed the library with reading 
nooks, rooms and interior hall-
ways never before seen in libraries 
throughout the county.

Graves also designed all of the in-
terior furnishings–the tables, chairs, 
lamps–a precursor to his move into 
designing household items for Tar-
get, such as the iconic Pop Art Toast-
er and Spinning Whistle Teakettles. 

The exterior of the library has a 
larger scale than what a small build-
ing must have, and the design won 
Graves an award from the American 
Institute of Architects in 1985, call-
ing it “a masterful transformation of 
the Spanish mission vernacular into 

a modern composition.” 
“Architecture professors send 

classes here to study our gal-
lery’s axial hallway and to drink 
in the classic Michael Graves’ col-
or scheme,” Reeb said.  “Michael 
Graves’ design reflects his belief 
that the library should be a temple 
to knowledge and learning and that 
is exactly what we are.”

Students learning the tradecraft 
of architecture have meandered 
through the rooms and grounds of 
the library since it was built, a testa-
ment to Graves’ post-modern design. 
That the narrow spaces, confined 
nooks and limited overall room gave 
critics reason to deride the library’s 
unique features when built, it’s last-
ing imprint on architecture and 
design have proven resilient and a 
study to this day.

The New York Times in 1987 said 
of the library, “Mr. Graves’ style of 
classical collage has been merged 
with exceptional grace into the 
Spanish-mission architecture that 
has always been a kind of honorary 
Southern California vernacular.”

“This library building is gen-
tle and exquisite . . . on balance it 
is a marvel of public architecture, 
a building that possesses both a 
strong and appropriate civic pres-
ence on the outside, and a warm and 
intimate private presence on the in-
side.” 

“The unique traits of the library 
will always be a reminder to the 
people of San Juan Capistrano of the 
amazing things that can be created 
when joining together for a common 
goal,” Reeb said.

The library offers many public 
events from reading groups, family 
movies and more. 

To stay up-to-date on the unique 
events coming soon, please visit:
www.ocpl.org/libloc/sjc/calendar

San Juan Capistrano Regional Library, as designed by Michael Graves

Historic Walking Tour Group at Los Rios

A Special Place: 
San Juan 
Capistrano’s 
World Famous 
Library

Did You Know?
• Serra Chapel is the most 

historically significant chapel in 
California, dating to 1782 

• Serra Chapel is the only 
remaining California Mission 
chapel where Saint Junípero 
Serra once celebrated Mass 

• Mission San Juan Capistrano 
was founded the same year the 
Declaration of Independence was 
signed, in 1776 

• Mission San Juan Capistrano 
is the seventh of 21 California 
missions established during  
1769-1823 

• Mission San Juan Capistrano is 
Orange County’s only mission 

• Resident priest, Father St. John 
O’Sullivan, started the tradition 
of celebrating the return of the 
swallows on March 19,  
St. Joseph’s Day 

• The Mission’s docents provide 
guided tours to over 74,000 
school children who visit 
annually 

• Mission San Juan Capistrano 
honors its founder, Saint Serra 
with a daily bell ringing. The 
bells are rung seven times at 9:00 
a.m. to symbolize Serra’s role in 
establishing Mission San Juan 
Capistrano as the seventh of 
nine missions he would establish 
before his passing 

• Masked crusader Zorro, first 
debuted in a short story called 
“The Curse of Capistrano”, 
written by Johnston McCulley in 
1919. The setting of the story was 
the small mission town of  
San Juan Capistrano 

• Songwriter, Leon Rene’s hit tune, 
“When the Swallows Come Back 
to Capistrano” made the Mission 
famous around the world for the 
swallows return after the song’s 
release in 1940

Save the Dates!

FACTS ABOUT 
Mission San Juan Capistrano

San Juan Capistrano Historical 
Society Annual Fiesta Days 
April 2018

Goin’ Native Therapeutic Gardens 
Eco Garden Expo 
Sat-Sun, May 5 & 6, 2018

LOS RIOS Continued...
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Pick Up Your Free 
Downtown Map & 
Discounts at The 
Mission Store!

Welcome Back, 
Cowboys!

Annual RMV 
Rodeo Returns 
to San Juan 
Capistrano

Save the Date!

 A rider during Saddle Bronc Riding event  
at the Annual Rodeo

The cowboys are coming back to 
San Juan on the weekend of August 
26 and 27. America’s richest two-day 
rodeo in San Juan Capistrano’s Ran-
cho Mission Viejo Riding Park. The 
17th annual two-day event will fea-
ture the best cowboys in the coun-
try.

“The roots of rodeo are part 
of the legacies of the land held 
by my family since 1882,” said  
Rancho Mission Viejo Chairman 
and CEO Tony Moiso. “In 2001, 
my late uncle, Dick O’Neill, our 
Rancho Mission Viejo Executive 
Vice President – Ranch Operations 
Gilbert Aguirre, my family, and I 
made the decision to sponsor and to 
stage a PRCA-sanctioned rodeo on 
our land to continue the tradition of 
rodeo here in urban south Orange 
County – and to pay tribute to the 
sport, to the heritage of the land, and 
to raise funds for local charities.”

This year, a purse of more than 
$200,000 will attract the finest 
competitors in bareback riding, sad-
dle bronc riding, bull riding, steer 
wrestling, team roping and tie-down 
roping. Cowboys who compete well 
at the Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo 
can see their stock shoot up and 
secure a place to compete at the  
National Finals Rodeo (NFR) this 
December in Las Vegas.

 “The nation’s top rodeo cowboys, 
including several current World 
Champions, will be riding into San 
Juan Capistrano this August for 
the Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo,” 
said Rancho Mission Viejo’s  
Gilbert Aguirre. “Attendees will 
enjoy some of the best rodeo action 
in the nation as more than 200 
contestants compete for the big ‘pay 
day’ that just might make someone’s 
dream of participating in the NFR 
come true.”   

The Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo 
began in 2001 to honor California’s 
western heritage and as an “invita-
tional rodeo” quickly grew to attract 
the finest livestock and cowboys in 
the country. 

In its 17 years, the rodeo has also 
raised nearly $2 million for the Shea 
Therapeutic Riding Center, CHOC 
Mission Hospital, Camino Health 
and other south Orange County or-
ganizations.

 “Hosting the Rodeo is our way of 
honoring our Western heritage, one 
which we feel privileged to share,” 
said Moiso.

“The Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo 
allows us to keep our region’s cow-
boy culture alive while perpetuating 
the old cowboy tradition of ‘passing 
the hat’ in support of a sick child or 
needy friend.  

“That’s why the proceeds for this 
year’s Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo 
will, once again, benefit local char-
ities.  This year, we hope to attract 
the largest turnout yet as we prom-
ise to deliver a fun-filled, family-ori-
ented event.”

Learn more about the Rodeo at 
www.RMVRodeo.com.

ALL ABOARD! FREE TROLLEY 
ARRIVES IN TIME FOR SUMMER!

A favorite way to get around historic San Juan is returning this summer 
when the city’s free trolley shuttle gets rolling.

Every 20 minutes, the shuttle will pause at locations throughout the 
downtown, from La Zanja Street north of the Mission San Juan Capistrano 
to Stonehill Drive, where riders can connect to Dana Point’s free shuttle ser-
vice to the Harbor and other points of interest.

Residents and riders from out of town can ride on three, free trolley shut-
tles that connect to one another—San Juan, Dana Point and the trolley that 
rolls along Coast Highway each year in Laguna Beach.

More visitors to the downtown from trolley stops will mean potentially 
more business for downtown artists such as Steve Kell, with Mission Fine 
Arts, an artist-run gallery that showcases paintings, ceramics and jewelry 
focused on the life, culture and environmental beauty of Southern California.

“I’m all for it (the trolley),” said Kell, an HTA member. “Specifically, it 
would add a little bit of uniqueness like there is in Laguna.”

Riders who want to connect from the San Juan trolley to Dana Point’s 
trolley can hop off and on at Del Obispo Street and Stonehill Drive for con-
necting routes that also link to Laguna Beach’s trolley.

In 2015, the City had a trolley that serviced residents. This summer, how-
ever, there will be two city trolleys instead of the one.

The two trolleys approved by the City, will improve the wait time for riders 
and will focus specifically on a route along the historic downtown corridor 
with stops at places such as the Mission San Juan Capistrano, the train depot, 
the Community Center and Sports Park, and the Marriott Residence Inn.

San Juan city council members approved the summer trolley 
service in February, a $154,000 project with most of the funding 
provided by a $95,486 grant from the Orange County Transportation 
Authority, through a countywide Measure M half-cent sales tax. 
Other funds come from a $55,474 grant from the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District and $3,040 from the city’s general fund. 
Trolley Service

As of June 9, the trolley operates on weekends, Friday to Sunday, and con-
tinues through Labor Day, 2017.

The two free trolleys will operate from 5 – 10 p.m. Fridays; 11 a.m. – 
10 p.m. Saturdays; and 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sundays. For trolley route, visit  
www.missionsjc.com/trolley

The beautiful City of San Juan Capistrano presents the Free Weekend Trolley

The goal was to keep visitors in 
town longer following a Mission 
visit.

Throughout historic downtown, 
you’ll find the businesses, historic 
points of interest and members of 
the Heritage Tourism Association.

Members vary from bakers and 
restaurateurs plying their trades in-
side historic homes and buildings to 
the town’s trio of downtown winer-
ies, to historic nonprofits eager to 
share the stories of old San Juan.

The historic districts are also 
home to unique Native American 
history, the Legend of the Swallows, 
a historic train depot, an equestri-
an heritage, a renowned library and 
many outstanding community cu-
rated adobes and historic buildings.  
The culture is strengthened with 
festivals, concerts and art shows — 
all within walking distance from 
one another.
Members include:

We Olive & Wine Bar, artesian 
oils and gourmet food in the 1920 
Ferris Kelly Building.

Mission Fine Art Gallery, original 
fine art from local artists in the 1920 
Ferris Kelly Building.

The Bookstore, gently-used books 
in the 1983 Michael Graves designed 
library.

O’Neill Museum, home of the 
Historical Society in the 1870 
Garcia/Pryor House.

Trevor’s at the Tracks, American 
fare in the 1894 Capistrano Depot.

Montanez Adobe and Historical 
Walking Tour in the 1794 Montanez 
Adobe.

Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum, Ac-
jachemen culture in the 1794 Blas 
Aguilar Adobe.

El Adobe de Capistrano Mexican 
Steakhouse in the 1797 Miguel Yor-
ba Adobe.

Rancho Capistrano Winery, wine 
and bistro in the 1938 Vaquero West 
Building.

Sundried Tomato American  
Bistros & Catering in the 1789 
Valenzuela Adobe.

The Tea House on Los Rios in the 
1910 Rodman House.

Ellie’s Table, bakery and cafe in 
the 1883 Judge Egan House.

The Mission Store, unique 
gifts and memorabilia at the 1776  
Mission San Juan Capistrano.

Intertwined with these historic 
treasures are associate businesses 
and nonprofits, including:

The Old Barn Antique Mall, full 
of historic riches.

Zia Jewelry, unique artistic de-
signs.

The Camino Real Playhouse.
3:16 Bakery Shop, to satisfy your 

sweet tooth.
Cedar Creek Inn, warm Crafts-

man style eatery with hospitality.
Five Vines Wine Bar, wines, beers 

with small and hearty bites.
L’Hirondelle Restaurant, Bel-

gian-French Bistro fare.
Ruby’s Diner/Sky Ranch Saloon, 

offering authentic-style 1940’s diner.
Swallow’s Inn, world-famous dive 

bar. “Worst Bar in the Country.”

Taqueria El Campeon, counter 
service Mexican food.

The Shops at Los Rios Historic 
District.

A community calendar is 
included on our Heritage Tourism 
Association map, so be sure to ask 
for your FREE map at the gate of the 
Mission San Juan Capistrano.

For more information, contact 
the Mission at (949) 234-1312 or visit 
www.missionsjc.com.

Berrington Properties
Blenheim Facility Management
Buy My Bikes, Inc. 
Farmers & Merchants Bank,  

San Juan Capistrano
Tom Hribar, Realtor, RE/MAX,  

San Juan Capistrano

Mission Grill
Mission Preservation Foundation
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Ricardo’s Place 
Walking Tour Guides &  

Montanez Adobe

A SPECIAL THANK YOU  TO OUR 
HERITAGE TOURISM ASSOCIATION 
2017 SPONSORS!
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WANT TO 
EXPERIENCE 
COMMUNITY 
THEATER?
Visit www.caminorealplayhouse.org  
to see the 2017-2018 season  
@ the Camino Real Playhouse.

Rancho Mission Viejo  
Annual Rodeo 
Sat-Sun, August 26-27, 2017

HERITAGE TOURISM  
ASSOCIATION, 
Continued from front page
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ILSE BYRNES: A Legacy to Behold

Ilse Byrnes at the opening of Ellie’s Table, Egan House, Spring 2017

Ilse Byrnes stands at the doorway 
to the Montanez Adobe and watches 
the passersby take in the history of 
the Los Rios District, a place she has 
devoted her life to preserve.

“Shkkkkk, shkkkkk, shkkkk,” the 
rattlesnake sound of the rain stick 
inside the adobe rattles after its 
picked up by a visitor.

Byrnes quickly walks inside to 
greet a couple visiting from the East 
Coast. She explains the history of 
the adobe, and one of the visitors 
notes how cold the walls are. Al-
though it is warm outside, the ado-

be’s mud walls keep the inside cool, 
she explains.

For more than 40 years,  
Byrnes has documented the town’s 
timeline, cataloged its history and 
guarded its identity. Ask around San 
Juan, and many would suggest that 
Byrnes has been perhaps the city’s 
greatest protector when it comes to 
historic preservation to date.

“Ilse Byrnes is one of the most 
significant San Juan Capistrano his-
toric preservationists in the last four 
plus decades,” said Tom Ostensen, 
president and board member of the 

San Juan Capistrano Historical So-
ciety. “Her passion for preserving 
historically significant buildings is 
well apparent when one walks down 
Los Rios Street. 

“Ilse single handedly successfully 
obtained National Registry of His-
toric Places recognition of the Los 
Rios Historic District encompassing 
many historical structures, adobes 
and streets.”

Ostensen served as a Parks, Rec-
reation and Trails commissioner 
alongside Byrnes and said her advo-
cacy also extended to maintaining, 
building, and preserving multi-use 
trails and protecting the equestrian 
lifestyle. 

Through the years, Byrnes 
has challenged city officials and 
stood before developers seeking to 
push history aside to build atop it.  
Ostensen said Byrnes wears her 
heart on her sleeve, and is not fear-
ful of expressing what she feels pas-
sionate about.

Byrnes is originally from Zürich, 
Switzerland where she graduated 
from the Swiss Medical Technician 
School before moving to San Juan in 
1968. She is married to Roy Byrnes, 
a former city councilman, mayor 
and doctor. They have four children.

Before moving to San Juan, she 
lived in Capo Beach. Byrnes, 90, still 
devotes time to curating the Mon-
tanez Adobe on Saturdays, one of 
16 historic sites in San Juan she got 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

The effort to place those sites on 
the historic register was a painstak-
ing task, as evidenced by the pag-
es and pages of detailed accounts  
Byrnes wrote of the sites in 1976. It 
would take nearly seven years to fi-
nally get them officially recognized 
on the register in 1983. The pages 
and historic accounting are avail-
able on the national parks site for 
viewers to read.

Byrnes didn’t profit financial-
ly from the monumental effort, but 
sees the result of all those hours in 
the historic structures she helped 
preserve.

“It’s satisfying that you get some-
thing preserved, and you walk by 
and say ‘I got that on the national 
register,’” she said.

Through decades, she has voiced 
concern over projects she feels have 
put developer’s financial gain at the 
expense of historic preservation.

“I’ve seen adobes smashed, some 
of the nice old mansions bulldozed, 
things destroyed that to me were 
very significant and important to 
the town,” she said. “There is a dis-
respect by certain developers.”

For now, Byrnes is mostly content 
with the state of historic San Juan. 
There has grown a certain impor-
tance to protecting the town’s histo-
ry that hasn’t been there in the past, 
she said.

“It really bugs me that kids are 
growing up and they are not re-
alizing the history (of the town),” 
she said. They say ‘I have history in 
school’ but the reality of seeing it or 
feeling it or looking it is what’s miss-
ing.”

To that end, Byrnes said she’ll 
continue chatting to visitors in Los 
Rios, serving her duties at the His-
torical Society and helping protect 
the town.

“Slow down? As long as I can 
think a little, analyze a little and 
walk a little, I’ll keep going,” she 
said. “I feel like I’ve done my very 
best and I hope, that in the future, 
the generations will have learned 
a little more about preservation,”  
she said.

Ilse Byrnes was named “Woman 
of the Year” in 2005 and her husband 
Dr. Roy Byrnes is a two-time  
San Juan Capistrano City Councilman 
and retired physician.

“We actually have brought 
swallows back to the Mission, 
and it’s exciting because we’re 
seeing them in the Great Stone 
Church, and we have a nest under 
construction right now with babies,” 
said Mechelle Lawrence Adams,  
Executive Director of the  
Mission San Juan Capistrano.

“I’m personally excited because 
when I came here in 2003, 
the swallows had pretty much 
disappeared following the Great Stone 
Church stabilization project. And 
one of the things that was brought 
to our attention was that the Mission 
really needed to focus on what is the 
identity of these avian ambassadors.

“What was important was how 
do we return the favor of making the 
Mission a place for home. Home for 
the birds, home for our visitors, home 
for the students, home for the faithful 
and those needing respite and inspi-

ration. It’s always been a theme for 
our team, that the Mission is home.”

Starting in 2012, the Mission began 
its efforts to lure the cliff swallows 
back to the historical landmark, first 
by luring Dr. Charles Brown, a swal-
lows expert and professor of biologi-
cal sciences at the University of Tulsa.

Brown and Mission staff creat-
ed a project that was implemented 
in phases. Phase I included playing 
recorded courtship calls through a 
speaker on the Mission grounds to 
lure the cliff swallows that were fly-
ing overhead. Phase II  involved us-
ing a stationary nest wall arch near 
the Great Stone Church. According 
to Dr. Brown, research shows that 
cliff swallows prefer to re-use exist-
ing nests where possible, as this saves 
time and energy in building a nest 
from scratch.

Dr. Brown said the “return of the 
cliff swallows” could be due to a va-
riety of factors.

“It is hard to say what brought 

them in, likely a combination of the 
vocalizations, the nests, and especial-
ly the presence of the rough-winged 
swallows,” he said. “They may have 
seen the rough-wings, heard the vo-
calizations, and seen the nests, and 
this may have stimulated them to 
settle.”

“Hard to know for sure, but if I was 
to pinpoint one thing, I’m afraid the 
credit would have to go mostly to the 
rough-wings, because cliff swallows 
are often attracted to them.  Live an-
imals will always be more effective 
than calls or fake nests.”

While the cliff swallows are the 
birds that have become legendary in 
relation to the Mission, the rough-
winged swallows are new to the Mis-
sion. But they are definitely welcomed 
to the party.

To the average bird watcher, the 
differences between the rough-
winged swallow and cliff swallow 
may not be noticeable. But there are 
differences.

“[The rough-winged swallows] 
are widely distributed across North 
America in the summer, and winter 
in Mexico and Central America,” Dr. 
Brown said. “Unlike cliff swallows, 
which are highly social and nest in 
colonies, rough-wings are solitary.  
Seldom do you find more than one 
pair together.”

“Rough-wings do not build mud 
nests (like cliff swallows), but instead 
nest in horizontal cracks and crevic-
es of a vertical wall. Likely, they have 
found such a crevice there in the wall 
that they are using.”

Urbanization over decades and 
decades has given the cliff swal-
lows—upon completing their annual 
migration from Argentina in early 
spring—more choices to nest. The 
result was a gradual decrease in the 
number of birds that would nest at the 
Mission. Now, though, it seems they 
are ready to come back.

The saga of the bells began when 
a cast iron 85 pound bell and piping 
designed by Mrs. A.S.C. Forbes was 
erected at the Iglesia de Nuestra Se-
nora Regina de Los Angeles, a church 
near Union Depot in Los Angeles, ac-
cording to historic accounts by the 
California Bell Company, makers of 
the bells.

John Kolstad, owner of the Califor-
nia Bell Company, makes the historic 
bells using a cast of the original 1906 
bell created by Forbes. Kolstad esti-
mates that there are likely between 
650-700 of the bells installed at sites 
along the El Camino Real route and 
the arterial places missionaries and 
travelers would have used.

In San Juan, there is an authen-
tic 1906 bell made by the California 
Bell Company located in front of the 

world famous El Adobe Restaurant 
in downtown. Newer bells are also 
located in the Mission grounds, near 
the Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum 
and near the library.

Through the years, bells were re-
moved because of vandalism, theft, 
and other damage, along the route, 
Caltrans cited, and by 1974 few-
er than 100 of the bell markers re-
mained. 

Lawmakers mandated that in 
1959 the Division of Highways was 
supposed to maintain the marker 
system and in 1974, Caltrans tried 
to take up the mantle but limited re-
sources derailed a successful cam-
paign, Caltrans wrote of the marker 
system. 

In 1996, however, Caltrans Land-
scape Architecture Program set a 
course to restore the historic marker 
system beginning with a first phase 

starting in Los Angeles and ending 
in San Francisco, followed by a final 
phase between San Francisco and 
Sonoma. 

Some of the roadways that also 
have bells linking the original 700+ 
mile route were on city roads and 
are maintained by those municipal-
ities.

Kolstad’s journey as the maker 
of the historic bells began when he 
simply wanted to buy a bell from the 
California Bell Company, and was 
told no. The only way he could get a 
bell was to buy the company and so 
in 2000 he did just that and sought 
to rebuild the El Camino Real bell 
markers. 

“I bought the company, cast a 
bell, put it in my truck and drove to 
Caltrans and they got excited about 
the historical authenticity of the 
bells,” he said.

From there, the effort grew and 
the rest was history as they say.

Kolstad still sells you an authentic 
cast iron bell made from the original 
1906 cast. They go to private homes, 
schools, historic sites, missions and 
of course, along the El Camino Real 
roadway.

“I drive along the 101 and I know 
where all of the bells are, and I still 
get really excited about it,” he said. 
“It makes me feel good that people 
appreciate the bells.”

To learn more about the 
bells and casting process go to  
www.californiabell.com.

You can visit the downtown 
to see the bells located at  
El Adobe de Capistrano Restaurant; 
near the San Juan Capistrano 
Regional Library, across from the 
Mission; and on the Mission grounds.

SWALLOWS RETURN, 
Continued from front page...

CAMINO REAL BELLS, 
Continued from front page...

To learn more, visit www.missionsjc.com
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The Wine Stops of  
San Juan’s Downtown

Local wine stops offer a variety of unique listings

Downtown hosts a number of dining experiences

Downtown San Juan Capistrano 
has become a destination for wine 
tasting over the past few years. 
With the opening of award winning 
Five Vines Wine Bar by Randy and 
Suzy Fisher back in 2014, the stage 
was set.

Recognizing an ideal location 
near the train station, Kyle Franson, 
HTA Founding level member, also 
invested in rehabilitating the Va-
quero West Building, working with  
Eric Altman to realize his dream 
of preserving the tired building 
and establishing a quality experi-
ence. Their joint effort resulted in 
a remodel of the failed multi-modal 
parking area with much needed vi-
sual improvements.

More recently, local wine mak-
er Ed Szubielski joined the histor-
ic downtown when he took over as 
owner/director of We Olive & Wine 
Bar  located in the 1900’s era Fer-
ris-Kelly building.

Together, the three entities and 
their operators have made huge in-

vestments of time and resources to 
create a walkable wine tasting envi-
ronment that augments the unique 
identity of downtown San Juan 
Capistrano.

Each wine stop has its own wine 
list, and offerings unique to them.  
With enthusiasm for his efforts, 
Kyle Franson noted that, “After 28 
years of a  successful finance career, 
the chance to make  my next career 
something I love is really a lot of 
fun.”

Randy Fisher of Five Vines 
notes that in owning a San Juan 
business, “We have found some 
fantastic friends in our customers 
and the healthiest marketing is, of 
course, word of mouth and friends 
telling friends.” (Voted “San Juan 
Capistrano Business of the Year, 
2016” by San Juan Capistrano 
Chamber of Commerce.)

At We Olive and Wine Bar, Ed 
Subielski shares, “We take pride in 
the idea that customers can come 
in and enjoy a small bite and bou-
tique wine, and at the end of their 
visit they take home a recipe card, 
and if they want, purchase the blood 
orange olive oil in the shop used to 
make the very recipe they enjoyed.”

To plan a wine tasting experience 
in SJC, take a look at our HTA mem-
bers listing on page 8. Plan to meet 
the Fisher Family, Kyle Franson, 
and Ed at We Olive, and you’ll expe-
rience unparalleled original service, 
settings, and history uniquely at 
each one. Reservations not required 
but encouraged.

To plan a wine tasting experi-
ence, look at the Heritage Tourism 
Association map.

For four decades, Lorie Porter 
has walked the streets of Los Rios 
where a grand 200-year-old pepper 
tree still shades a piece of the land 
that makes up the oldest neighbor-
hood in California.

To walk among the historic ado-
be homes, first built by the Acjache-
men neophytes in the late 1700s, is 
to take steps through the beginning 
of Orange County history.

Porter, who manages the Mon-
tanez Adobe, a beloved place in her 
life, takes visitors through the his-
toric Los Rios Historic District on 
walking tours offered each Sunday 
and into a place that blends old and 
new, attracting history buffs and 
sightseers from across the globe.

“We want to give them a roman-
tic picture, kind of stepping back 
into the past of what it was like to 
live here in the 1800s,” Porter said.  

Early Beginnings
Porter got involved in the walk-

ing tours in her 20s as a way to stay 
social with friends during a time 
when the town had just 4,000 resi-
dents and not a lot of activity in the 
late 1960s. She quickly realized that 
getting involved was more than just 
social, however.

“We had to do something about 
preservation,” she said. “We real-
ly wanted to do something for the 
town.”

Today, she is a member on the 

boards of the San Juan Capistra-
no Historical Society and the city’s 
Cultural Heritage Commission, and 
one of her goals is to get more resi-
dents involved in describing, curat-
ing and keeping alive the history of 
the town.

“Our whole tour is about what it 
was like to live here,” she said. “Who 
were the characters? Why were they 
here.”

More than a history lesson, the 
walking tour provides an immer-
sive, hands-on conversation where 
passers-by can learn about places 
such as the old jail cell where they 
can touch the weathered metal and 
imagine what kind of characters 
once called it home.

“Touching, hearing and immers-
ing yourself in the story as it unfolds 
in front of you punctuates the his-
tory and sense of place and makes 
it real as opposed to just reading it 
in a book,” said Porter. One of those 
stories – among the hundreds – is 
about keeping local outlaws incar-
cerated out of necessity. 

“The jail was built in 1894 as we 
needed some place to put accused 
criminals and not shuffle them back 
and forth to Santa Ana (the county 
seat) by horseback,” she said.

So, city fathers asked the local 
blacksmith, who really wasn’t sure 
how to construct a jail cell, and built 

a finished product that looked like a 
birdcage.

“It worked, except people got out 
all the time,” she said with a smile. 

Keeping History Alive
Porter wants visitors – tourists 

and especially residents – to live 
the history of the area and stresses 
the importance of not losing that 
facet of the town’s essence. There 
is also a practical reason – keeping 
the town’s past alive well into the 
future.

“I’m not going to be around forev-
er,” she said. “I’ve been doing walk-
ing tours for 40 years.”

“Understanding time and place of 
the city you live in and why Los Rios 
is so unique in California,” Porter 
said, “is a way to become a part of 
the history and preserve that histo-
ry,” she said.

Porter enjoys asking the kids who 
visit the adobe, “OK, where is the 
refrigerator, where is the washing 
machine,” as she explains how early 
settlers took care of keeping perish-
ables protected and clothing clean.

“Families love to come into the 
adobe, mom, dad, five kids, they love 
it,” she explained. “The minute we 
talk to them they attach themselves 
to the story. Then it becomes part 
of their story. Otherwise, it’s like 
other museums where people walk 

through glassy-eyed.”
That more residents get involved 

in telling the story of the town’s his-
tory or donate to the efforts taken 
to curate, catalog and preserve the 
City’s past is Porter’s challenge.

“When you see people come alive 
understanding the history and how 
Los Rios is so charming and so dif-
ferent, that there is so much history 
here, that’s why we do it,” she said of 
the thousands of walking tours she 
has given along with fellow docents 
and members of the Historical Soci-
ety that lead the charge to preserve 
the town’s past.

“We have a legacy that needs to 
continue,” she said.

Historic 
Walking Tours 
of San Juan 
Capistrano

Montanez Adobe Tour Group, photograph courtesy of San Juan Capistrano Historical Society

Over the past 20 years, downtown 
SJC’s retail setting has evolved to 
feature more restaurants ranging 
from the family/budget friendly to 
the upper scale experience. In fact, 
many are located within historically 
important buildings. There are 
now so many options for dining 
that historic San Juan Capistrano 
is experiencing a revival of its 
downtown.

Among some of the choices are 
those HTA members that work 
together to ensure a joint marketing 
co-op shares all that historic 
downtown has to offer.

In addition to the wine stops 
mentioned earlier, the historic 
downtown offers the following:
• Cedar Creek Inn
• El Adobe de Capistrano Restaurant
• Sundried Tomato
• Swallows Inn
• 3:16 Bakery
• Ellie’s Table, Egan House
• L’Hirondelle Restaurant
• Ruby’s Diner/Sky Ranch Saloon
• Taqueria El Campeon
• The Tea House on Los Rios
• Trevor’s at the Tracks
Visit Mission San Juan Capistrano 
for your free HTA map to plan your 
next downtown dining experience.

An Interview 
with Lorie Porter

Lorie Porter has lived in the same 
house in SJC over 50 years and was 
one of the founders of the Historic 
Walking Tours. She is a long time 
board member of the SJC Historical 
Society has been on the Cultural 
Heritage Commission for over 15 
years. She is also the director of 
the Montanez Adobe Museum on  
Los Rios Street. Lorie and her 
husband Earl are avid travelers and 
love to entertain family and friends. 

Historic Walking Tours begin every 
Sunday at 1 p.m. starting at the 
Capistrano Trading Post across from 
Mission San Juan Capistrano. In 
addition to the historic walking tours, 
Porter and other guides also lead 
the popular ghost tours in October, 
where guests can learn about and 
meet the ghosts that inhabit old San 
Juan. For more information and tour 
costs, visit: sjchistoricalsociety.com  
or call 949-493-8444. See page 9 
for a complete list of tours offered in 
downtown San Juan Capistrano.

Shop, Dine, and Discover Downtown Delicious Dishes We believe strongly that the Mis-
sion, the heritage of the area, and 
the many special businesses that 
comprise downtown SJC are worth 
being creative for. They deserve our 
care, protection and stewardship 
The downtown has much to offer, 
and yet many locals are not sure of 
what it all encompasses.

I am hopeful that our Capistrano 
Chimes will help provide readers 
with resources to learn more about 
any of the important HTA members 
from the small bakeries, to our larger 
restaurants, to our historical society 
and museums, to the range of tours 
you can experience on any given day. 

Finally, we know that this town 
is upheld by volunteers, the Mission 
spirit, and the history of the past. We 
also know that the history can’t be 
preserved if no one appreciates it. 
We have community traditions and 
celebrations led by volunteers and 
professionals steadfastly dedicated 
to the idea that SJC is a place of tra-
dition, community, and history. I am 
also proud to say that many of our 
local businesses and nonprofits are 
really home grown, self-made, and 
for sure operated by “real people” 
that work hard every day to bring 
our community to life.

We hope you will read about a few 
of the entities and people that have 
contributed to the downtown SJC 
identity, and perhaps plan to visit a 
few new places. We thank you for 
reading our first ever Capistrano 
Chimes. Finally, our hearty  congrat-
ulations to all of the 2017 HTA Mem-
bers and sponsors for sticking with 
the idea that promoting our heritage 
brand is worth doing. We hope you 
will Shop, Dine and Discover Old San 
Juan Capistrano this summer.

Sincerely,
Mechelle Lawrence Adams
HTA Co-founder and Mission 
Director/Chief Preservation Officer

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW Continued...

In Downtown
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*Offer good for next visit. Up to four individuals, not 
good with any other offer. Expires Sept. 14, 2017.

$1 OFF ADULT
ADMISSION*

—Limited Special Offer—

Open Daily 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

12178

DON’T MISS THESE  
EXCLUSIVE OFFERS!

Cam
ino Capistrano

Cam
ino Capistrano

Verdugo Street

Ramos Street

Los Rios

Park

Los Rios Street

Los Rios Street

Del Obispo Street

River S
tre

et

Ortega Highway

Yorba Street
Historic

Town Center
Park

Forster Street

El Cam
ino Real

El Cam
ino Real

Acjachema Street

Future Site of
Hotel Capistrano

Movie
Theater
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6
17

18

20

9
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Future Site of

Inn at the Mission
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W E

Mission Store

The Bookstore
(SJC Library, 1983,
Designed by Michael Graves)
 
Mission Promenade
(Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s)

Mission Fine Art Gallery
(Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s)

Old Barn Antique Mall 

Zia Jewelry

The Tea House
(Rodman House, circa 1910s) 

Shops on Los Rios

Audio and Guided Tours 
(At Mission San Juan Capistrano)

Mission Basilica San Juan Capistrano
(circa 1980)

Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum
(circa 1794)

Capistrano Depot
(circa 1894)

Garcia/Pryor House
(circa 1870)

Los Rios Historic District,
National Register
of Historic Places

Michael Graves’
Designed Library
(circa 1983)

Montanez Adobe 
& Historic Walking
Tour Guides
(circa 1794)

Michael Yorba
Adobe
(circa 1797)

Egan House
(circa 1883)

Vaquero West
Building
(circa 1938)

Valenzuela Adobe 
(circa 1789)

Swallows Inn
(circa 1950)

Rodman House
(circa 1910s)

Ferris Kelly
Building
(circa 1920s)

Veterans Park

Metrolink
Tickets

POINTS OF INTEREST

STAY

DISCOVER

SHOP

DINE

  3:16 Bakery Shop

Cedar Creek Inn

 El Adobe de Capistrano
Mexican Steakhouse
(Miguel Yorba Adobe, circa 1797) 

Five Vines Wine Bar

Ellie’s Table, Egan House
(Egan House, circa 1883)

L’Hirondelle Restaurant

Rancho Capistrano Winery
(Vaquero West Building, circa 1938)

Sundried Tomato
 American Bistros & Catering
(Valenzuela Adobe, circa 1789)

 Swallow’s Inn
(circa 1950)

 Taqueria El Campeon

El Camino Real BellsHistoric Building/Area Restrooms

Trevor’s at the Tracks
(Capistrano Depot, circa 1894)

The Tea House 
(Rodman House, circa 1910s)

Ruby’s Diner/
Sky Ranch Saloon

 Mission Promenade
 (Ferris Kelly Building,  circa 1920s)

San Juan Capistrano Historic Downtown – 2017 Map and Guide

Best Western Capistrano Inn
(About 0.5 miles east of downtown)

Residence Inn Dana Point
San Juan Capistrano
(About 2 miles south of downtown)

Mission San Juan Capistrano
(Founded 1776)

O’Neill Museum – Home to
San Juan Capistrano Historical Society
(Garcia/Pryor House, circa 1870)

Camino Real Playhouse

San Juan Hills Golf Club
(About 1 mile southeast of downtown)

We Olive & Wine Bar
(Ferris Kelly Building,
circa 1920s)

Tesla Supercharger Station

1

1

11

24

15

16

21

22

23

7

27

19

13

14

5

10

3

2

8

12

17

18

20

28

4

9

1

26

22

20

22

23
25

4

5

6

7

12

14

16

17

18

20

Rancho Mission Viejo
Riding Park (Blenheim
Facilities Management)

Residence Inn Dana Point/
San Juan Capistrano

Best Western
Capistrano Inn

San Juan Hills
Golf Club

25

Downtown

Visit Los Rios Historic District

VISIT THE HISTORIC MISSION AND  
DOWNTOWN SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

AT THE MISSION: 

Ceremonial Bell 

Ringing daily  

at 9:00 a.m.  

in honor of  

Saint Serra

26801 Ortega Hwy | San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
www.shopmissionsjcstore.com  (949) 234-1318

VIP SHOPPING PASS

OFF
valid for today only10%

Date of redemption:

Not to combine with other offers/discounts. Expires 9/14/2017.

Mission Store
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3:16 Bakery Shop
26762 Verdugo St, Ste. A
(949) 218-6060
www.facebook.com/316BakeryShop

Cedar Creek Inn
26860 Ortega Hwy
(949) 240-2229
www.cedarcreekinn.com

El Adobe de Capistrano 
Mexican Steakhouse
Miguel Yorba Adobe, circa 1797
31891 Camino Capistrano
(949) 493-1163
www.eladobedecapistrano.com

Ellie’s Table, Egan House 
San Juan Capistrano
Egan House, circa 1883
31892 Camino Capistrano
(714) 636-6045
www.elliestable.com

L’Hirondelle Restaurant
31631 Camino Capistrano
(949) 661-0425
www.lhirondellesjc.com

Mission Promenade
(Featuring several dining choices)
Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s
Camino Capistrano & Ortega Hwy

The Bookstore
SJC Library, 1983 
Designed by Michael Graves
31495-A El Camino Real
(949) 493-2688
www.sjcfol.org

Mission Fine Art Gallery
Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s
31760 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C
(949) 291-7738
www.missionfineart.gallery

Mission Promenade
(Featuring fine shops, dining, beauty 
and health series in a historic plaza)
Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s
Camino Capistrano & Ortega Hwy

Mission Store 
(A Landmark Experience)
26801 Ortega Hwy
(949) 234-1318
www.missionsjc.com/mission-store

The Old Barn Antique Mall
(Featuring over 40 unique  
and special vendors)
31792 Camino Capistrano
(949) 493-9144
www.facebook.com/
TheOldBarnAntiqueMall

Five Vines Wine Bar
31761 Camino Capistrano #11
(949) 800-9145
www.fivevineswinebar.com

Rancho Capistrano Winery
Vaquero West Building, circa 1938 
26755 Verdugo St, #100
(949) 481-6682
www.ranchocapistranowinery.com
 

We Olive & Wine Bar
Ferris Kelly Building, circa 1920s
31760 Camino Capistrano, Ste. B
(949) 441-7279
www.weolive.com

Zia Jewelry
(Unique, handcrafted artisan jewelry)
31761 Camino Capistrano, Ste. 3
(949) 493-1322
www.ziajewelrysanjuancap.com

The Tea House
Rodman House, circa 1910s
31731 Los Rios Street
(949) 443-3914
www.theteahouseonlosrios.com 

 
The Cottage Gallery
Rios/Stanfield House, circa 1890
31701 Los Rios Street
(949) 340-6693
www.cottagegalleryonlosrios.com

Nest
31711 Los Rios Street
(949) 661-1395
www.facebook.com/Nest-
127027370644583

Las Catrinas 
(Mexican Folk Art and Handcrafts)
31742 Los Rios Street
(949) 441-7182

Ruby’s Diner/Sky Ranch Saloon 
Newest member!
31781 Camino Capistrano
(949) 496 7829
www.rubys.com

Sundried Tomato 
American Bistros & Catering
Valenzuela Adobe, circa 1789
31781 Camino Capistrano
(949) 661-1167
www.sundriedtomatobistro.com

Swallow’s Inn 
(“Worst bar in the county”)
Circa 1950
31786 Camino Capistrano
(949) 493-3188
www.swallowsinn.com

Taqueria El Campeon
31921 Camino Capistrano, #15
(949) 489-4078
www.elcampeon.com

Trevor’s at the Tracks
Capistrano Depot, circa 1894
26701 Verdugo St
info@trevorsatthetracks.com
www.trevorsatthetracks.com

The Tea House on Los Rios
Rodman House, circa 1910s
31731 Los Rios Street
(949) 443-3914
www.theteahouseonlosrios.com

D
IN

E
W

IN
E

SH
O

P
PLAN A VISIT & MEET THE HERITAGE   TOURISM ASSOCIATION MEMBERS!

Daily Ceremonial Bell Ringing at 9:00 a.m. in Honor of Saint Junipero Serra

VISIT MERCHANTS ON LOS RIOS HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Best Western Capistrano Inn
27174 Ortega Hwy
(949) 493-5661
www.bestwestern.com

Residence Inn 
Dana Point/San Juan Capistrano
33711 Camino Capistrano
(949) 443-3600
www.marriott.com

Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum 
Circa 1794 
31806 El Camino Real
(949) 493-4933

Camino Real Playhouse
31776 El Camino Real
(949) 489-8082
www.caminorealplayhouse.org

Mission San Juan Capistrano 
Historic Chapel, Landmark & Museum 
Founded 1776
Home to the Return of the Swallows, 
Summer Concerts, Serra Chapel & more
26801 Ortega Hwy
(949) 234-1300
www.missionsjc.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano  
Clubhouse
26801 Ortega Hwy
(949) 234-1300
www.missionsjc.com

O’Neill Museum
Garcia/Pryor House, circa 1870 
Home to San Juan Capistrano 
Historical Society
31831 Los Rios Street
(949) 493-8444
www.sjchistoricalsociety.com

San Juan Hills Golf Club
32120 San Juan Creek Road
(949) 493-1167
www.sanjuanhillsgolf.com

City of San Juan Capistrano’s
Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park
(Open Year Round, Equestrian Show 
Jumping)
30753 La Pata Ave 
(949) 443-1841 
www.showpark.com

Blenheim Facilities Management
(949) 443-1841 
www.showpark.com

DOWNTOWN TOURS

MISSION TOURS

OF SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 
The following are offered in downtown as noted below.

Inn at the Mission San Juan Capistrano
Developed by  
Mission Commercial Properties
www.innatmissionsjc.com
(Founder Level)

Hotel Capistrano by Kimpton
Developed by  
Stratus Development Partners

Architectural Walking Tours  
(by Friends of the Library)
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
Location: Train Depot on Verdugo Street 
$5 donation

Take a walk through 200 years of architecture in downtown to see 
a variety of architectural styles from Adobe, Victorian, Craftsman, 
Spanish, Revival, Eclectic, Streamline Modern and more.

Reservations required. For more information,  
please call (949) 218-4512 or (949) 493-0735

Historic Walking Tours  
(by San Juan Capistrano Historical Society)
Sundays at 1 p.m.
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes
Location: Across from Mission San Juan Capistrano at the  
Capistrano Trading Post
Free

The Historic Walking Tour visits two adobes built in the 1790s,  
Los Rios Street, a Victorian House and other historic sites.

No reservations required. For group reservations, call the  
San Juan Capistrano Historical Society at (949) 493-8444

Daily Tour of Mission
Daily at 11:15 a.m. $3 per adult/$2 per child.
No reservation required.

Art Walk
Every Friday at 11:00 a.m. Free with admission.
No reservation required.

Swallows Walk and Talk Tour
Daily at 1:00 p.m.  $3 per adult/$2 per child.
No reservation required.

Serra Chapel Tour
Every Sunday at 11:15 a.m.  $3 per adult/$2 per child.
No reservation required.

Garden Tour
Every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Free with admission. No reservation required.

Audio Tour (in 6 languages)
Daily from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Free to members. Nominal free. No reservation required.

Hoffy Family Tours
Exclusive for families wanting a V.I.P. experience.
By reservation only at (949) 234-1306.

Docent Guided Group Tours
Minimum of 15 people. Discounts given to groups.
By reservation only at (949) 234-1306.

For more information, or to book a guided tour, please contact  
Kathleen Witkowski, Group Bookings Director at the Mission, 
at (949) 234-1306 or email kwitkowski@missionsjc.com

ST
AY COMING SOON

D
IS

C
O

V
ER

The following are offered at  
Mission San Juan Capistrano 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m, daily

PLAN A VISIT & MEET THE HERITAGE   TOURISM ASSOCIATION MEMBERS!
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JANUARY
(No scheduled events)

 FEBRUARY
San Juan Capistrano Annual  
Vintage Car Show 
Presented by the SJC Rotary
Saturday, February 4
25925 Camino Del Avion
www.sjcrotary.org

Taste of San Juan
Presented by the Fiesta Association
Thursday, February 9  
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
www.swallowsparade.com

MARCH
El Presidenté Ball
Presented by the Fiesta Association
Friday, March 17 • 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
www.swallowsparade.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
St. Joseph’s Day &  
Return of the Swallows Celebration
Sunday, March 19 • 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Annual Swallows Day Parade
Presented by the Fiesta Association
Saturday, March 25
www.swallowsparade.com

APRIL
Annual Fiesta Days 
Presented by the  
San Juan Capistrano Historical Society  
O’Neill Museum on Los Rios Street
www.sjchistoricalsociety.com

Preservation Week
April 23 – 29
www.missionsjc.com

MAY
Eco Garden Expo Hosted by  
Goin’ Native Therapeutic Gardens
Saturday, May 6 & Sunday, May 7  
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
www.goinnative.net 

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Battle of the Mariachis Festival
Saturday, May 13 • 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

JUNE
Summer Concerts in  
Historic Town Center Park
Wednesday, June 21 • 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Free to the Public
www.sanjuancapistrano.org 

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Music Under the Stars  
Summer Concert Series
Saturday, June 24 • 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

JULY 
Shakespeare in Historic Town Center Park 
Presented by Camino Real Playhouse
www.caminorealplayhouse.org

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s
Feast of Saint Junipero Serra  
Historic Bell Ringing
Saturday, July 1 • 12:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Music Under the Stars  
Summer Concert Series
Saturdays: July 8, July 22 • 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Summer Concerts in  
Historic Town Center Park
Wednesday, July 19 • 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Free to the Public
www.sanjuancapistrano.org

AUGUST
Rancho Mission Viejo Annual Rodeo
Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park 
at San Juan Capistrano
Saturday – Sunday, August 26 – 27
www.rmvrodeo.com 

Shakespeare in Historic Town Center Park 
Presented by Camino Real Playhouse
www.caminorealplayhouse.org

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Music Under the Stars  
Summer Concert Series
Saturdays: August 5, August 19 
5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com 

AUGUST (Continued)
Summer Concerts in  
Historic Town Center Park
Wednesday, August 16 • 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Free to the Public
www.sanjuancapistrano.org
 
 SEPTEMBER
Mission San Juan Capistrano’s
Patriots Day Historic Bell Ringing
Monday, September 11 • 10:00 a.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s
Constitution Day Historic Bell Ringing
Sunday, September 17 • 1:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Summer Concerts in  
Historic Town Center Park
Wednesday, September 20  
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Free to the Public
www.sanjuancapistrano.org

OCTOBER
Ghost Tours led by the 
San Juan Capistrano Historical Society
Los Rios Historic District 
www.sjchistoricalsociety.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s
Feast of St. John of Capistrano  
Historic Bell Ringing
Monday, October 23 • 12:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

NOVEMBER
Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Founders Day Historic Bell Ringing
Wednesday, November 1 • 12:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Annual Veterans Day Ceremony
Saturday, November 11
www.sanjuancapistrano.org

DECEMBER
Annual San Juan Capistrano  
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Saturday, December 2 
www.sanjuancapistrano.org

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s 
Christmas at the Mission
Saturday, December 2
(Following the City of San Juan 
Capistrano’s Tree Lighting Ceremony) 
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

Mission San Juan Capistrano’s
Day of Remembrance Tolling of the Bells
Friday, December 8 • 10:00 a.m.
26801 Ortega Hwy
www.missionsjc.com

ONGOING 
EVENTS
Camino Real Playhouse
Weekly shows, plays and events all year 
long (including Shakespeare in Historic Town 
Center Park) on two indoor stages.
www.caminorealplayhouse.org

Equestrian Shows and Competitions 
Hosted by Blenheim EquiSports at  
Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park
www.showpark.com

Goin’ Native Therapeutic Gardens
with the UCCE Master Gardeners of the 
OC Present Smart Gardening 101
FREE monthly seasonal lecture series & 
workshops
Reata Park & Event Center in  
San Juan Capistrano
www.goinnative.net

Old Capistrano Certified Farmers’ Market
Every Wednesday in Historic Downtown
www.farmersmarketsjc.com

Movies at The Library 
(Michael Graves’ Library)
Every first Friday and Saturday
La Sala Auditorium at the  
San Juan Capistrano Regional Library
(949) 493 2688 or visit www.sjcfol.org

2017 COMMUNITY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Members
3:16 Bakery Shop
Best Western Capistrano Inn
Ellie’s Table, Egan House      
Five Vines Wine Bar
Hotel Capistrano by Kimpton (Coming Soon)
L’Hirondelle Restaurant
Mission Fine Art Gallery 
Mission Promenade
Old Barn Antique Mall
Rancho Capistrano Winery
Residence Inn Dana Point San Juan Capistrano
Ruby’s Diner/Sky Ranch Saloon
San Juan Hills Golf Club
Shops on Los Rios  

(The Cottage Gallery, Las Catrinas and Nest)
Taqueria El Campeon
The Tea House on Los Rios
Trevor’s at the Tracks
We Olive & Wine Bar - San Juan Capistrano
Zia Jewelry

Nonprofits
Blas Aguilar Adobe Museum
Camino Real Playhouse
Goin’ Native Therapeutic Gardens
Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park
Rancho Mission Viejo Rodeo
San Juan Capistrano Fiesta Association
San Juan Capistrano Friends of the Library
San Juan Capistrano Historical Society
San Juan Capistrano Rotary Club/Vintage Car Show

Sponsors
Berrington Properties
Blenheim Facility Management
Buy My Bikes, Inc. 
Farmers & Merchants Bank,  

San Juan Capistrano
Tom Hribar, Realtor, RE/MAX,  

San Juan Capistrano
Mission Grill
Mission Preservation Foundation
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Ricardo’s Place 
San Juan Hills Golf Club
Walking Tour Guides & Montanez Adobe

We are grateful to 
our Heritage Tourism 
Association Members 
and Sponsors

Founders
Cedar Creek Inn
El Adobe de Capistrano
Inn at the Mission San Juan Capistrano (Coming Soon)
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Mission Store
Rancho Mission Viejo
Sundried Tomato American Bistros & Catering
Swallow’s Inn

Editor In Chief: Mechelle Lawrence Adams
Art Direction: JUVE Creative, Inc.
Columnists: Michael Coronado,  
Mechelle Lawrence Adams, Laura Freese
 

All inquiries may be emailed to  
BMumma@MissionSJC.com

DON’T MISS ALL 
THE EARLY 2018 

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS!

San Juan Capistrano Rotary  
Annual Vintage Car Show
Saturday, February 3, 2018

Fiesta Association 
Taste of San Juan Capistrano 
Friday, February 9, 2018

Tip: For events that have already occurred, visit each organization’s website.


