


hen people buy the annual pass or 
membership at Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, they make a statement about 
the idea of saving it.  They also buy “public 

access” and the notion of returning time and time again 
to a place of peace. 

Membership in the Mission Preservation Society also 
introduces nearly 20,000 annual member supporters to 
San Juan Capistrano, a uniquely quaint, walkable, and 
historic area whose anchor is Orange County’s only 
mission.  Our members discover San Juan Capistrano’s 
Los Rios Historic District.  They are greeted kindly by 
the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society and have a 
chance to peruse the archives.  Many discover the bevy 
of great dining places from the El Adobe Restaurant, to 
Sarducci’s  to Ramos House Café.  Mission members 
enjoy attending movies and film festivals at the 
Regency Theatre, wine tasting at Five Vines or Guapas, 
to name a few.  Members enjoy dancing after a Mission 
summer concert at the world famous Swallows Inn.  
And Mission members shop locally at such places as 
Zia’s Fine Jewelry, Whim, Ortega’s Trading Post and 
the Antique Barn.  Of course, shopping after a visit to 
the Mission Store! 

Along the way, making historic San Juan more 
discoverable to our members is the town’s spectacular 
volunteer Architectural and Walking Tour docent groups 
who take their guests to see surviving historic adobes 
such as the Montanez or Blas Aguilar.  The architectural 
guides make sure visitors stop by the world famous 
Michael Graves-designed library to see a more recent 
chapter of architecture in the downtown.   

Collectively then it can be said that Mission membership 
provides a gateway to discovering San Juan Capistrano.  
Anchored in all of this is the notion that I always 
say, “Historic places have the power to transform... a 
moment, a perspective, a family, a community.” 

And in reflecting on its past history, it can be said that 
Mission San Juan Capistrano is not only the birthplace of 
Orange County, but indeed the birthplace of this special 
village-like community, still relevant, still standing, and 
still greeting people of good will for generations. 

To our members whose financial and personal investment 
makes a significant difference not only to the landmark, 
but to this community of Capistrano, we dedicate this 
newsletter and we say thank you. Because to this place, 
caring matters, caring impacts, and caring continues to 
make a measurable impact. 

 
Sincerely,

 

Mechelle Lawrence Adams
Preservationist and Executive Director 
Mission San Juan Capistrano

Destination:Mission San Juan Capistrano
Discovery: The historic downtown 
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P.S. As of July 1, 2014 - Welcome Reverend Monsignor J. Michael McKiernan, Pastor,
Mission Basilica San Juan Capistrano and Father Robert Capone, Parochial Vicar,

Mission Basilica San Juan Capistrano from your new friends at the Historic Mission San Juan Capistrano. 
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We regret any misspelling or errors.
Names are published as records indicate.
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