
General Information

About Mission San Juan Capistrano:
Known as the “Jewel of the Missions,” Mission San Juan Capistrano is a historic landmark and museum that boasts of 
quality permanent exhibits featuring original artifacts as well as traveling and temporary exhibits on a wide variety of 
topics. 

The site itself serves as a living outdoor museum with original buildings constructed by Native Americans in the 18th 
century including the Serra Chapel, Great Stone Church, and the original padres’ quarters of the South Wing. 

The Mission was founded on November 1, 1776 by Padre Junipero Serra as the seventh in the chain of the twenty-one 
California missions established by Spain, and is Orange County’s  only mission. Every year, over 50,000 students visit the 
Mission and engage in an inspirational learning experience via the Mission Matters programming, as part of their State 
required California history studies. 

Mission San Juan Capistrano is owned by the Diocese of Orange and is supported by the Mission Preservation 
Foundation, which is comprised of business and community leaders committed to ensuring the long term preservation 
and viability of Orange County’s only Mission. The Mission receives no funding from either the Church or the State of 
California and charges admission funds as a means of providing public access.

Location:
Mission San Juan Capistrano is located at 26801 Ortega Highway in San Juan Capistrano.  This historic landmark and 
museum is a short walk from the train station for Amtrak and Metrolink transporation.  There is plenty of free public parking 
available surrounding the Mission. 

Hours:
Open daily: 8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.  Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.  Closed at noon Good Friday and Christmas 
Eve.

Admission:
$9 adults; $8 seniors (60 years or over); $5 children (ages 4 to 11); and children ages 3 and under are admitted free. Free 
audio guide with senior and adult admission.

Public information: (949) 234-1300    www.missionsjc.com

Media Contact:
JUVE Creative, Inc., (714) 841-9600   fax (714) 908 8051   check-in@juvecreative.com
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Signature Events 

Saint Joseph’s Day and Return of the Swallows Celebration
World renown celebration hosted every March. This annual 
celebration includes: Ringing of the historic bells. Live music
Community presentations. Special Guest Lecture On Cliff Swallows
Mission Parish School performances .History of St. Joseph’s Day and 
Swallows Legend.

Annual Battle of Mariachis Festival
A friendly competition of young, mariachi musicians celebrating talent, 
interpretation and inspiration within one festival, presented by the 
generous support of the Thomas J. and Erma Jean Tracy Family 
Foundation.  Typically hosted every May.

Music Under the Stars
Summer concert series of evening concerts beginning in June 
continuing on alternating weekends through first Saturday in 
September. Concert gates open at 5:30 p.m.; Music begins at 6:30 
p.m. and ends at 9:30 p.m.

Romance the Mission Benefit Gala Concert & Dinner
The most memorable gala benefit hosted in Orange County 
every year in September. Features a pre-show hosted reception, 
extravagant entertainment in the Great Stone Church and the most 
romantic dinner setting display. Underwriting opportunities available.

Christmas at the Mission
Mission San Juan Capistrano is proud to participate in San Juan 
Capistrano’s annual Christmas tree lighting festivities. Bring the whole 
family to this event as we invite the public to celebrate the holidays 
with us the first Saturday in December.



Exhibits

Mission Treasures: Historical Collection Revealed
The exhibit features precious and rare paintings, religious artifacts, 
and documents related to the Mission’s history. Don’t miss out 
on this limited exhibit and the chance to view this one-of-a-kind 
collection.

Plein-Air Art Reproductions Exhibition from the Collection of 
Mrs. Joan Irvine Smith and the Irvine Museum
Mission San Juan Capistrano is proud to partner with longtime 
Mission supporter Mrs. Joan Irvine Smith to display reproductions 
of historic plein-air paintings from her private collection at the 
Irvine Museum. Mrs. Smith and the Irvine Museum are committed 
to conserving the art of plein-air painting and its ability to record 
history in a unique and beautiful way. It is through this parternship 
that we are able to bring these reroductions of historic landscape 
paintings to the Soldiers Barracks Gallery at Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, historic landmark and museum.

South Wing  of The Mission
The exhibit highlights the lives of the padres who lived in the 
South Wing of the Mission during the 18th century. The exhibit 
showcases such items as abalone fish hooks, padres’ ledgers, 
music sheets, musical instruments, books, branding irons, coins, 
lassos, flags and images. The exhibit focuses on the founding and 
decline of the Mission, the period of secularization, the transfer of 
ownership of the Mission to and from the Catholic Church, and the 
pivotal role Abraham Lincoln played in returning the Mission during 
the last months of his life.



Always at the Mission


