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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR MISSION SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO
AND ITS CURRENT ADMINISTRATION
San Juan Capistrano—April 29, 2010—The Juanefio Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation, young and old,
gathered on Saturday, April 17 for the purpose of combining their voices and passing an authoritative and continued
Resolution of Support for Mission San Juan Capistrano and its current administration. The Resolution was passed on
behalf of the more than 1,900 Acjachemen Nation Native Americans and later presented on Tuesday, April 27 at a

rally of support at the Mission.

“We are proud of our relationship with the Juanefio Band of Mission Indians and their Tribal Council.” said Mechelle
Lawrence-Adams, Executive Director of Mission San Juan Capistrano. “We are also grateful for the elders who

support, care for, and love the Old Mission.”

According to a press release by the Tribe, “The Tribe chose to support and honor the Mission and its leadership,
Reverend Monsignor Arthur A. Holquin, Rector/Pastor Mission Basilica San Juan Capistrano and Executive Director
Mechelle Lawrence-Adams with a combined and continued Resolution of Support confirmed by the Juanefio Elders

and historic families of San Juan Capistrano.”

“The few individuals who are either not enrolled with the Tribe or who are not Indian do not represent the historic
Juanefio families or the Tribe.” stated Juanefio Tribal Chairman Anthony Rivera, Jr. “Nor are their personal negative
opinions against the Tribe or the Mission sanctioned by the combined voice of Tribal authorities, Tribal Elders, or the

over 1,900 enrolled Juanefo Indians.”
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The rally of support began around 8:15 a.m. outside the Mission’s front gates where Tribal members and Mission
supporters held signs with statements of support. Soon after, members went to the Great Stone Church where they

sang traditional songs, offered prayers and carried sage, and presented the resolution to Lawrence-Adams.

Lawrence-Adams: “We will continue to work hard to make the Mission a place of living history, telling the story of their
people to all people who come to the Mission to experience this historic landmark. We will work to preserve important
traditions vital to the Tribe. We are committed to making the Mission a place for all who care and want to be involved

in protecting its religious and historic significance.”

The Juanefio Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation, has a 230-year relationship with the Mission, and honors

the Tribe’s deep-rooted history and association with the founding of the Mission.

Lawrence-Adams: “To me, their history is essential to the Mission and it will continue to be a source of pride.”

In 2005 and today, the Mission officially endorsed the Juanefio Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation, and
formally acknowledges Anthony Rivera, Jr. as the duly elected Chairman; recognizing that the Tribe’s aboriginal
territories are located throughout Orange County, from the Pacific Ocean to the West, to parts of Los Angeles County

to the North, to parts of Riverside County to the East, and to parts of Camp Pendleton to the South.

About Mission San Juan Capistrano:
Known as the “Jewel of the Missions,” Mission San Juan Capistrano is a historic landmark and museum that boasts
of quality permanent exhibits featuring original artifacts as well as traveling and temporary exhibits on a wide variety

of topics.

The site itself serves as a living outdoor museum with original buildings constructed by Native Americans in the 181

century including the Serra Chapel, Great Stone Church, and the original padres’ quarters of the South Wing.

The Mission was founded on November 1, 1776 by Padre Junipero Serra as the seventh in the chain of the twenty-
one California missions established by Spain, and is Orange County’s only mission. Every year, over 50,000
students visit the Mission and engage in an inspirational learning experience via the Mission Matters programming,

as part of their State required California history studies.

Mission San Juan Capistrano is owned by the Diocese of Orange and is supported by the Mission Preservation

Foundation, which is comprised of business and community leaders committed to ensuring the long term



preservation and viability of Orange County’s only Mission. The Mission receives no funding from either the Church

or the State of California and charges admission funds as a means of providing public access.

Mission San Juan Capistrano is located at 26801 Ortega Highway, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675. Open Daily 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Good Friday afternoon. Admission is $9 adults; $8 seniors
(60 years or over); $5 children (ages 4 to 11); and children ages 3 and under are admitted free. Free audio guide with

senior and adult admission. For more information, call (949) 234-1300 or visit www.missionsjc.com.
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